cies in Jahn & Schönfelder (Exkursionsfl. Kreta: 327. 1995) . Two more records have meanwhile been published, without data on population size or spatial pattern (Chilton & Turland, Fl. Crete Suppl.: 28. 1997 , as a possible escape from cultivation -status "A"; and Böhling in Willdenowia 31: 321. 2001, as fully established and naturalized -status "N"). Centaurea cyanus is cultivated as an ornamental and bee plant (see, e.g., Oberdorfer, Pflanzensoziol. Exkursionsfl. Deutschl., ed. 8: 972. 2001 ). It cannot be excluded that it was planted in Crete by bee keepers or in gardens. Even though it persisted over several generations, the population mentioned above cannot be regarded as fully established since no increase or dispersion was observed. Native status in Crete is improbable, as historical records are lacking and its known habitats are unstabile; but since at least two of the Cretan localities are at a considerable distance from human settlements, C. cyanus may well getting naturalised in the area. Status "P" (doubtfully naturalised: see Greuter & al., Med-Checklist 1: xiii. 1984) seems to be appropriate.
R. Jahn A molecular study of Chamaemelum Mill. and related genera based upon nrDNA ITS and cpDNA trnL/trnF IGS sequence variation (Oberprieler in Bot. J. Linn. Soc. 138: 255-273. 2002) shows that Chamaemelum as traditionally circumscribed is at best paraphyletic. Cladanthus arabicus (L.) Cass., which provides the type of Cladanthus, is consistently nested within Chamaemelum sect. Santolinopsis Benedí. This section comprises Ch. eriolepis (Maire) Benedí, Ch. flahaultii (Emb.) Benedí, Ch. mixtum (L.) All., and Ch. scariosum (Ball) Benedí, all of which agree with Cladanthus arabicus in floret and achene morphology (Oberprieler, l.c.) . No close phylogenetic relationship with Ch. sect. Chamaemelum (consisting of Ch. fuscatum (Brot.) Vasc. and Ch. nobile (L.) All., the latter providing the type of the generic name) is evidenced by molecular studies. We therefore consider Cladanthus (a name that has priority over Ormenis Cass., based on Anthemis mixta L.) as generically distinct from Chamaemelum. Subscapigerous, densely lanate (hairs c. 2 mm long), white to greyish perennial, 5-12 cm high. Rootstock cylindrical, branched or simple, with one or a few crowded leaf rosettes, almost without remains of leaf bases. Flowering stems usually several per rosette, weak, densely lanate, arcuate-ascending, hardly exceeding c. 10 cm, with a few leaves in the basal half only, simple and terminated by a single flower head or with 1-2(-3) short flowering branches in the basal third. Leaves all entire, soft, with flat margins, densely and uniformly lanate on both sides down to the very base, with 3-5 prominent parallel veins; rosette leaves 5-14 × 0.6-2.6 cm, (linear-)oblanceolate, often slightly falcate, with acute tip and gradually attenuate towards the base; cauline leaves similar to the rosette leaves but smaller. Capitula 1-2(-4) per stem, with 15-18(?) flowers, 18-20 mm long when flowering and fruiting. Involucre entirely lanate outside, its adaxial face being the only green and (sub)glabrous aerial part of the plant; outer involucral bracts 6-8, linear-lanceolate to subulate, acute, about a third to half as long as the inner bracts; inner involucral bracts 6-8, linear-lanceolate, acute, subequal, 15-18 × 2-4 mm, adaxially green with a scarious margin. Flowers bright yellow, corolla c. 14-15 mm long, including the 3-4 mm long tube, the limb 3.8-4.5 mm wide; anther tube (including basal and apical appendages) 4-4.5 mm long. Achenes slender, prismatic, 6-9 × 1-1.5 mm, smooth, densely lanate with 1.5-2 mm long white hairs. Pappus 8-12 mm long; bristles straw-coloured to brownish or sometimes rusty-reddish, plumose with white fimbriae in the basal portion, barbellate above. Flowering June-August(-October).
Additional specimens. -Type locality, 14.6.2000, Ulrich (GOET ; Fig. 1a Vasc. Pl. 1: 202, map 403. 1986 ). In the Nile Delta of Egypt it is also known to occur as a weed in rice fields (Taeckholm, Stud. Fl. Egypt, ed. 2: 780. 1974 
